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November 5, 2020 
 

Honorable Libby Garvey 
Chair, Arlington County Board  
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300  
Arlington, VA 22201  
 
RE:  101 12th Street (Crystal Gateway) Project 
 
Dear Chair Garvey:  
 
The Park and Recreation Commission has followed the Crystal Gateway Project at 101 12th 
Street since initiation of the public engagement process. One PRC member has participated in 
the Site Plan Review Committee meetings, while others have reviewed on-line project 
information and made comments in the virtual engagement opportunities. The full commission 
also heard a brief overview of the project at our most recent meeting. I am writing to convey the 
views of commissioners on this new structure and its site. 
 
Overall, PRC members have a general positive impression of the proposed building. This is 
worth noting in that while the Crystal City Sector Plan provided for development on this site, it 
has remained a park-like parcel, with walkways, mowed lawn, and many trees, for quite a few 
years. While residents of the area and commission members are aware of the plan provision, this 
new use has brought some additional attention to the manner in which the change is made. 
 
The initial design of this new structure fits with the site and makes good use of the parcel. The 
footprint and facade angles create a sense of lightness and openness that diminishes the mass of 
the building, which is a beneficial characteristic considering the location and surrounding 
features. The initial proposed design started the engagement process on a positive note, and the 
applicant was responsive to feedback resulting from the engagement process. 
 
In particular, we would like to commend the later modifications pertaining to the street and 
pedestrian design at the northwest corner of the building, where a variety of transportation and 
access requirements limited design options. The revised plan appears to be an improvement in all 
respects, and also brought additional attention to the north side ground-level design, including 
landscaping.  
 
The revised proposal also upgraded the LEED rating from Silver to Gold, which will be a benefit 
to owner, tenant, and the public, in in part by expanding the surface area of the vegetated roof. 
This is a welcome change. Also, worth noting, and very important considering the location of 
this structure next to a wildlife preserve, is the commitment to bird-friendly glass on the side of 
the building facing the river. The Roaches Run Waterfowl Sanctuary is only yards across the 
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Long Bridge pathway and railroad tracks. We would prefer additional bird-friendly 
accommodation on at least the south facade, given the Gateway Park area and natural spaces 
southward from there, and especially given that the entire facade is glass, not merely glass 
windows on an opaque surface. 
 
Finally, many participants in the engagement process interpreted the guidance to mean that this 
building would itself be a place making feature, as it rests at the north end of Crystal Drive, and 
is an important transitional structure between built space, recreational space and natural space. 
While the final building design is reasonably attractive, it serves more as a backdrop for a 
“gateway” than the actual feature.  
 
This apparent shift in design purpose was not anticipated, given the engagement promotions. But 
it is not a crisis either. What it does create is both an opportunity and an obligation to the 
community that the small open area between the structure and the public pathway be designed as 
a natural gateway, providing the transition and place identity that is important to all. This 
remains possible because the small area next to the building, as well as a larger area across the 
pathway, are, as we understand, being given to Arlington County for use as public park by the 
applicant. And, as part of the applicant’s proposal, $300,000 is provided for initial park design. 
We look forward to the prospect of participating in a future engagement process with DPR to 
create a natural gateway park as a special entry point to Crystal City on this site. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

William Ross 
Chair, Park and Recreation Commission 
 
 
cc:   Members, Arlington County Board 

Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager 
 Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation 

Arlington County Planning Commission 


