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Opening day, ca. 1948. Far left is Ernest Johnson, Supervisor o the Negro Section of the
Arlington Department of Recreation. Also pictured are Mr. Pryor, counselor of School 153,
and Warren Jackson, manager of a local team.
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Ernest E. Johnson became the director of Arlington County’s “Negro Recreation
Section,” a separate division of the County’s segregated Department of Recreation
in 1950. Under Mr. Johnson’s leadership, the “Negro Recreation Section” expanded to
include a variety of sports, dance, theater, musical and community events for all the
African American communities in Arlington. Mr. Johnson oversaw the development of
Jennie Dean Park and led an African American cub scout pack in Green Valley in 1952.
In 1964, Arlington’s Department of Recreation desegregated, and Mr. Johnson
continued to serve the County. On May 8, 1982, Arlington celebrated Ernest E.
Johnson Day with a parade that began at the Walter Reed Recreation Center and
ended at the Carver Recreation Center, including softball games, senior tea, and
testimonial dinner. Mr. Johnson died in December 1992.
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Youth football teams with Ernest E. Johnson and other coaches, 1950s.

