Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board
Arlington County, Virginia

HALRB June 16, 2021
CoA 21-12, 3301 22nd Street N: A request to replace deteriorating front porch decking with composite
decking of the same style and dimension.

Arlington County Historic Preservation Program

HALRB Meeting

Inquiry re: Composite wood options for front porch in Maywood (3301 22 nd Street).

We are getting ready to replace the decking on our porch and give the house a much-needed lick of
paint.
One of the items that has come up in quotes is the option to use a ‘composite wood’ like
https://www.aeratis.com/heritage or Trex https://www.trex.com/
We have replaced / patched some boards when we last had the deck painted and they failed again
relatively quickly, so we are looking to replace all the decking at the front of the house and would ideally
like something more durable.
The better options appear to be the Aeratis product, as our existing boards are ~ 1x4s and these seem to
match those dimensions.

Aeratis Heritage

The other options we had been considering is Trex, but as pointed out in pre-review it was pointed out
with the dimensions being 1x6 for the Tonge and groove option this would be more likely to be a
stumbling block.
https://www.aeratis.com/pdf/Sales_Spread_2020.pdf

Trex

As I understand the rules of the historical association, replacing like with like is no problems, but as this
does not qualify under that rule, I wanted to get some guidance. I have not gone too deep into this yet
as if there is a blanket policy on this I will know where I stand.
Obviously marketing catalogs are not to be treated as the gospel truth and the basic options I do not
find to be aesthetically pleasing for an old house like ours, but some of the options on the left look
pretty good. As we are currently grey on the porch, we would be leaning towards Island Mist / Gravel
Path sort of look.
I failed to find an exact recipe for this stuff, but it seems to be a mix of glue, plastic and saw-dust.
Trex Catalog samples extracted from https://documents.trex.com/is/content/Trex/trex-decking-railingcatalog-2021-pdf-desktoppdf.pdf#_ga=2.257334795.1010665885.16213554211466569731.1621355421

Obviously, I would go somewhere to look at the materials in person if this seems like an appropriate
idea.

Current deck for reference in all of its non-power washed glory.

